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DogSpots are cozy, tech-enabled dog houses 
that      provide a safe alternative to leaving your 
dog tethered outside or alone in a car. DogSpots 
are strategically placed on sidewalks in partnership 
with businesses and venues — like grocery stores, 
restaurants, coffee shops, food courts, museums, li-
braries, and pharmacies — that are unable to allow 
pets inside due to federal healthcode regulations. 
There are plenty of times when it works to leave 
your dog at home, but in those instances when 
you’re already out with your dog or if you want to 
include your dog on more walks and adventures,          
DogSpot makes it possible. 

With invitations from Mayors of cities like Washing-
ton DC, Boston, Baltimore, Orlando, Miami, Charles-
ton, Chattanooga, and Kansas City, DogSpot is 
launching nationally this summer. Look for Dog-
Spots in these cities and many, many more! 

DOG 
FRIENDLY 
IS THE NEW 
NORMAL

#DOGFRIENDLYNATION
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HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER 

S M A R T  D O G .  S M A R T  H O U S E .

Get started by downloading the DogSpot app 
(available in iTunes App Store and the Google 
Play Store). The app features an interactive map 
of DogSpot locations as they pop up, and other 
cool features like advanced reservations, 
real-time temperature gauges, and a live-stream 
Puppy Cam of your dog during their session.

DogSpots were designed with the dog’s
experience in mind and are intended for short 
trips. Standard session cost is 30¢ per minute. 
The session max is 90 minutes, but our average 
session is 15-30 minutes.
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Chelsea Brownridge is DogSpot’s Chief Executive Officer 
and Chairman of the Board. 

Born and raised in Charlotte, NC, Chelsea attended UNC 
at Chapel Hill, where she earned a BA in Economics and 
co-founded the Carolina Microfinance Initiative. In 2011, she 
relocated to New York City where she earned her Masters 
of Public Administration from NYU. Prior to founding Dog-
Spot, she worked in operational capacities at Ashoka and 
SYPartners, whose missions orient around social impact, 
innovation and entrepreneurship. Then, in partnership with 
The Huffington Post, Chelsea co-founded Ignite Good, a 
nonprofit focused on grassroots movement-building.

While attending graduate school and working at Ignite 
Good, Chelsea rescued her terrier-mix Winston. With 
Winston as their inspiration, Chelsea and her partner Todd 
Schechter dreamed up DogSpot together in 2015. They 
won financial support from several pitch competitions, 
including the Brooklyn Public Library PowerUp! Business 
Plan Competition, the Frontier Tech Startup Showdown, 
and the National Hardware Cup. They also received 
support from the NYCEDC Futureworks program and the 
Urban Tech Hub program at New Lab.

Chelsea currently lives in Brooklyn, NY with her partner, 
Todd, and her muse, Winston. She is an advocate for res-
cuing dogs, a secret fan of country music, and a dedicated 
triathlete. 

Todd Schechter is Dog-
Spot’s Chief Operating 
Officer and a member of 
the Board. 

A born-and-bred New 
Yorker, Todd grew up on 
the Upper East Side and 
attended Horace Mann 
through high school. He 
has two BS degrees from 
the University of Wiscon-
sin - one in Communica-

tion Arts with a focus on 
Radio, TV & Film and the other in Theater & Drama. 

Returning to NYC in 2003, Todd worked as a television docu-
mentary producer on independent projects exploring diversi-
ty, reconciliation, and global issues. His interest in culture and 
social change led him to NYU Wagner earning a Masters in 
Public Administration. Todd’s career ventured more and more 
into the nonprofit world, leading to projects with Criterion Ven-
tures, New American Tavern, PurposeFuel, including when his 
path crossed with Chelsea Brownridge at Ignite Good….

In addition to his work at DogSpot, Todd enjoys hosting dinner 
parties, taking long walks around the city with his dog Win-
ston, and hanging with his nephew Max.

CHELSEA BROWNRIDGE TODD
SCHECHTER

A B O U T  T H E  F O U N D E R S 

ALEX TOSTI Alex Tosti is DogSpot’s Chief Design Officer.

Originally from Seattle, WA, Alex first left home to earn a BA in Philosophy from Santa Clara 
University. Post-college, she traveled and volunteered throughout Ireland, Tanzania, South 
Africa, and Zimbabwe. Once back in Seattle, she started a photography and branding con-
sulting firm that she ran for 5 years, focusing the last couple of years on providing design 
work to international non-profit Construction for Change.

In 2012, Alex moved to NYC where she attended the Parsons School of Design and earned 
an MFA in Design & Technology. Post-graduation, she continued as an adjunct faculty mem-
ber at Parsons while co-founding Blink Blink, a tech company focused on getting more girls 
interested in engineering. Alex is passionate about the intersections of philosophy and tech-
nology, especially how people interact with technology, and finds herself drawn to compa-
nies where she can bring her creative problem solving skills and Design Thinking approach 
to complicated user experiences.

Outside of work, Alex enjoys painting, cooking, and biking around Brooklyn.
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TODD
SCHECHTER

T E S T I M O N I A L S

LOCATION PARTNERS

CITY PARTNERS

We look forward to DogSpot’s continued ex-
pansion, which will hopefully bring their innova-
tive product to our borough’s businesses and 
streets in the near future.

-- Thomas J. Grech, 
executive director of the 

Queens Chamber of Commerce

Orlando is a proud dog-friendly community, 
also known as a leader in technology and in-
novation. DogSpot supports our commitment 
to both. We can't wait for DogSpot to make 
our downtown a healthier and even happier 
place to live.

-- Buddy Dyer,
Mayor of Orlando

As a business owner one is forced to make tough decisions and one of the most difficult was to abide by the 
law and therefore not allow our faithful little friends to enter our shop. We would heartbrokenly turn them away, 
sometimes in the middle of the winter leaving them to shiver on the frozen concrete, possibly being rained or 
snowed on and in  danger of being attacked by another animal or kidnapped by an awful human at any moment. 
But thankfully and  miraculously DogSpot came along with an always immaculate temperature controlled beach 
house for our prized pooches to bask in while our customers can relax and enjoy the best coffee in town, always 
knowing that their little furball is safe and happy.

-- Ike Escava (Co-Owner of The Bean Coffee Shop)

Through our Innovation Partnership program, we've been investing in ensuring Kansas City is a 
connected, engaged and thriving city of the future for our constituents. DogSpot aligns with this 
vision. As a dog owner myself, I know that when I can bring my dog, I'm even more excited to 
explore, and DogSpot makes that more possible than ever.

-- Bob Bennett, 
Chief Innovation Officer 

of City of Kansas City, Missouri

We know how tough it can be to have a dog 
in the city. DogSpot is great for the community 
and great for business.

-- Ramzey Ahmad,
NYC grocery store owner

As one of DogSpot’s first partners, we used see 
more people stop traffic to take a photo. In the 
past few months we’ve really seen an uptick 
from our customers and it’s clear the house is 
providing value to dog owners!  We love it. It’s a 
unique amenity and keeps dogs safe. 

-- Shadi Waddi,
NYC grocery store owner 
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DOGSPOT CUSTOMERS
& FANS

DogSpots are not only adorably cute, but so useful 
for dog owners constantly on the go. Just as you 
wouldn’t enjoy being exposed to the elements for 
too long, this provides your dog a comfortable and 
safe hangout spot while you get your errands done.

--  Dr. Lisa Lippman, veterinarian

I love the Dog Parker. We all want to spend more time with our pets - now with Dog 
Parker, there’s a safe and secure place to leave your dog outside a convenience 
store or a coffee shop while you run inside.

-- Steve Dale,
certified animal behavior consultant
and host of the national radio show,

Steve Dale’s Pet World

DogSpot is very innovative. I have such peace of 
mind knowing there is a safe-house for my dog 
while I run inside a no-dogs-allowed-establishment. 
If only there were more, I'll never have to leave my 
dog home!

-- Minchun An,
Founder of Urban Wag

PET EXPERTS

A revolutionary invention for dogs:
safe, comfortable & smart... Bravo, DogSpot. 

-- Lenny Forde,

Co-Founder of Little L’s dog treats

DogSpot has made walks with my dog so efficient! 
My busy schedule makes errands like grabbing 
groceries a  hassle. I love being able to run into 
the store during our walks. I can get the items I 
need knowing that Jaxon is safe and comfortable. 

-- Kimberley K. (and dog, Jaxon)

I LOVE the DogSpot, no doubt about it. When my dog saw it, she walked right in and was at ease right away, 
which is really important to me. I’m also really grateful for the security features. I would never tie her up outside, 
and this is a great way for me to get things done when she’s out with me. It’s a wonderful product, and I really 
can’t believe it doesn’t already exist! I’ve been telling friends and families about the company, and they all think 
it’s a really great concept that is definitely needed. 

-- Marina W. (and dog, Rey)

What a great way to be able to take our fur ba-
bies with us and have a safe place to put them 
for a quick trip into a store or restroom! Love that 
you guys have seemed to think of it all in keeping 
them healthy and safe! 

--Tara E., Vancouver, WA
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I love the convenience. My dog is so disappointed when 
we leave without him. We work all day so when we are 
home we want to go out and play. 

-- Sarah R. (and dog, Titus)

I love this idea, and I’d love to see them at every high-
way rest stop in America!! I often travel with my dog, and 
when we stop for potty breaks, when it’s my turn I have 
no choice but to leave the pup in the potentially hot car 
while I run inside. 

-- Kate O., Albany, NY

This would be so cool. There have been so many times 
that I wanted to bring my non-service dog somewhere 
but couldn’t, since she couldn’t enter the building. It 
would be nice to give her somewhere safe to be until I 
got out. 

-- Sam H., Springfield, MO

It would be great to have a DogSpot outside of places 
to grab food or drinks fast that aren’t dog friendly! LOVE 
your idea - my doggo and I go on all sorts of adventures, 
and this would be so helpful to keep her safe when she’s 
not always welcome in a store. 

-- Sara M., Naperville, IL

A couple of the restaurants here already provide bowls 
of water and treats for our fur babies; however, having a 
DogSpot would encourage many more of us to frequent 
and support the local-owned businesses in this district. 

-- Kristin S., Ypsilanti, MI

If this became a regular to all stores, I will definitely bring 
my dog with me 24/7. I am now having to keep my dog in 
my car while I need to do something shopping, and this is 
only possible while it’s not a hot day. 

-- Lydia L., Los Angeles, CA

What a great idea! I enjoy having my dog tag along with 
me, which gives him a great sense of adventure, and ev-
ery so often you’ll run into a situation where you’re not 
able to bring your pet into a place of business. This would 
be a great alternative!” 

-- Victor G., San Diego, CA

I think more people should be taking their dogs on ad-
ventures with them. So many pets are stuck at home 24/7 
because options like this one are not available. 

-- Adeline S., Cornelius, NC

Before DogSpot, I used to rush through my to-do list so I could get home to let my 
dog out, but now that I can bring him along, I can relax and take my time. I know 
he enjoys all the extra exploring, sniffing and socializing he gets to do thanks to 
the DogSpot. I am so grateful for this service, it has really changed the way my dog 
and I live. 

-- Brittany A. (and dog, Joey)

We walk past so many stores, and it would be nice to be able to do things on our walks. 
She isn’t the most people friendly either so even stores that are not ‘anti dog’ like home 
depot make me hesitant. This is a fantastic idea. 

-- Adam M., Clifton, NJ

T E S T I M O N I A L S
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BROOKLYN, N.Y., June 7, 2018 /PRNewswire/ -- Dog-
Spot is making big moves this summer. Not only did 
they recently change their name from Dog Parker 
to DogSpot, but talks are currently underway with 
over a dozen cities to expand from their New York 
launch site.

Smart cities are recognizing that meeting the needs 
of dog owners adds to a city’s walkability, supports 
brick and mortar retail economy, and nurtures a 
sense of community. In response, City Mayors have 
signed and delivered formal letters of invitation to 
DogSpot to be added to the company’s expansion 
waitlist. Some cities that will be launched within 
the year include: Los Angeles, CA; Washington, 
DC; Boston, MA; San Jose, CA; Orlando, FL; Kansas 
City, MO; Columbus, OH; Chattanooga, TN; Jersey 
City, NJ; Charleston, SC; Columbia, SC; West Palm 
Beach, FL; Southampton, NY; and New Rochelle, 
NY.

DogSpot founder and CEO Chelsea Brownridge 
says, “New York has been a great place for us to 
test this service. For the last two years, we’ve had 
people beg us to come to their city next, to which 
we’ve always had to reply ‘not yet.’ But now I’m 
thrilled to say ‘We’re ready!’”

Bob Bennett, Chief Innovation Officer of City of 
Kansas City, Missouri explains his enthusiasm to 
bring DogSpot to his city. “Through our Innova-
tion Partnership program, we’ve been investing in 
ensuring Kansas City is a connected, engaged and 
thriving city of the future for our constituents. Dog-
Spot aligns with this vision. As a dog owner myself, 
I know that when I can bring my dog, I’m even more 
excited to explore, and DogSpot makes that more 
possible than ever.”

Buddy Dyer, the Mayor of Orlando echoes, “Orlan-
do is a proud dog-friendly community, also known 
as a leader in technology and innovation. DogSpot 
supports our commitment to both. We can’t wait for 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DogSpot Announces National Expansion in 2018
Brooklyn startup is launching their 

innovative pet amenity across the U.S.

DogSpot to make our downtown a healthier and 
even happier place to live.”

The expansion follows a successful pilot in Brook-
lyn, NY that boasted a 50-location network built 
on partnerships with local businesses that were 
committed to becoming more dog friendly. Brook-
lyn was a proving ground for the female-owned 
tech company and demonstrated utilization, 
technology performance, and benefit for business 
partners. Data showed that consumer behavior 
changed, specifically that users switched where 
they shopped in favor of stores with a DogSpot, felt 
less rushed while they were shopping than when 
they had tied their dog up outside, and made more 
unplanned stops to local retail venues.
Business owner and chef of Bella Gioia Restau-
rant Nico Daniele said, “Virtually everyone living 
in Brooklyn has a dog so it made sense to partner 
with DogSpot to fulfill their dog loving needs. In 
fact, business increased by 10%, as people knew 
they now had a safe place to leave their pet.”

Dog owner and DogSpot power-user Kevin Dopp 
raved, “Being able to spend more time with our dog 
Harper is the best part.”

In response to the success of the pilot, leaders 
from cities around the country (and beyond) have 
reached out to DogSpot seeking to bring the future 
of dog-friendly to their communities. DogSpot is 
working with planners in these cities, as well as 
with businesses and pet advocates to ensure a 
smooth expansion. Specific timing of those launch-
es will be announced in the coming weeks and 
months.

DogSpot has made fans out of dog owners, retail-
ers, developers, city governments, and pet experts 
alike, affirming that the future of dog-friendly is, as 
they claim, here.
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About DogSpot
DogSpot is a Brooklyn-based startup that makes 
state-of-the-art sidewalk sanctuaries placed at the 
entrance of locations where dogs are prohibited. 
These technology-enabled dog houses serve as a 
safe, legal, and convenient alternative to tethering 
or leaving dogs in cars, featuring heat & A/C, au-
to-sanitizing UV lights, an in-app Puppy Cam, and 
24/7 customer service. DogSpot strives to make the 
world better for dog owners and dogs alike, and in 
doing so support local retail and strengthen com-
munities.
jobs, bring a valuable and innovative product to our 
communities that will increase the quality of life for 
dogs and dog owners alike, and help boost foot traf-
fic in our neighborhood commercial corridors – the 
lifeblood of Brooklyn’s small businesses.” 

Contact
Rebecca Eyre
Director of Communications, DogSpot 
rebecca@dogparker.com 
www.dogspot.io 
206.618.6204

###
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